o

N

D
3
=
N
S

T

776
Origami Christmas Tree = Iprovt

“It’s beginning to look a lot like Christmas” so the song goes. So that you have handmade Christmas
gifts to put on your tree, give away or put on someone else’s tree, you had better get cracking and
start making.

Here is a gorgeous material Christmas tree. It has done the ‘rounds’ for years, but every year it is just
such a pleasure to make and give away.

Let your imagination get carried away a bit with the material. You don’t have to use traditional red,
green and white Christmas material. At the moment in many of the craft shops there is beautiful
material depicting Australian wildlife - great to send to friends and family overseas.

You will need the following materials
* Two different designs of fabric - not necessarily Christmas
* V2 metre of each colour (this will make approx 2 trees)

e Cotton thread in complementary colour(s)
¢ Bells, Spacers & Rings

¢ Spacers: Ribtex Jewellery Accessories - 4mm
Round Plastic Spacer - 100 per pack

¢ Christmas Bells: Arbee True Bells 15mm - Gold
- 10 per pack

* Ring: Ribtex Jewellery Accessories - 16mm
Plastic Rings Gold - 20 per pack

e Further Embellishment - for example: Angels, Buttons, Anything else you like
¢ Rotary cutter

¢ Quilters Ruler



e Quilter’s cutting mat

 60° triangle template if you have one but not necessary

* Pins

¢ Hand sewing needle

¢ Sewing Machine

¢ Fabric glue

e Scissors

PATTERN

What you need:

e A 6” strip of 2 contrasting fabrics across the width of the fabric

A rule with 60-degree marking (to make equilateral triangles)

Sewing the Triangles

Take the strips of fabric (I leave them doubled). You need 11 triangles. One of the triangles will make

up the basket at the bottom of the tree.

Using a rule: Find the 60-degree mark and put that along the long edge of the fabric. You will need
to turn the rule to continue completing the triangle. OR make a template of 1 triangle - this is the

easiest way.
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Leave gap for turning

Sewing Lines — Sew a 4" seem

Once sewn, cut along edge between each triangle. Make sure you
back stitch at either end of the turning gap
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Place the triangle template on to the fabric which
is placed right sides together. With a biro, trace
the outline of the template on to the fabric. Turn
template and repeat the process.

Once complete, place your quarter inch machine
foot on the biro line. First to the left of the line &
machine it. Rotate the fabric and repeat down the
other side. Do this between each triangle. Note:
First and last triangle you only have to do the
inside line.

Then, sew along the bottom of each triangle
leaving a gap for turning. Ensure you back stitch
at each end of the turning gaps.

Once all triangles are sewn, cut in between each
triangle to make individual ones - along the drawn
lines.



Trim the corners and turn to the right side and push
the material through the opening. You now have the
right sides of the fabric showing.

Using ladder or slip stitch, close the opening. Press/
Iron

Repeat this with all remaining 10 triangles.

Now use these 11 triangles to make the Origami Christmas Tree.

Hand Stitching the Origami Triangle

Using a matching thread and tie a knot in the end.

Take one of the triangles and fold in half along one
side and pinch - then repeat on another side.

Where they cross, put the needle through and pull
thread through to the knot.

Fold each side and pinch to get the centre point.




Catch that point with the needle and bring it to
the centre point. Take a small stitch to secure and
continue with the other sides.

Once all 3 points are secured it should look like this
on the left.

Through where the points meet, push your needle
through to the other side & turn your work over.

Along the straight side of each section sew similar to
the points i.e,,
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Repeat until your work looks like this.

That is the Origami Triangle completed. When you
make the next one, make it the other way i.e, start
on the other side. This will help you decide which
way you want your tree to look and the other one
will be the trunk!

When you have decided, continue making the other
10 triangles.

Press the triangles and place in order.

The T11th triangle becomes the basket/pot at the base
of the tree.

Instead of making it into an Origami triangle fold one
of the points inwards until when you turn it over it
resembles a basket. Hand sew (on the back of the
basket) the point firmly to the material it is sitting on.

Assembling the Christmas Tree

You are going to join the triangles - | use the
spacers here. Try to keep your stitches small.

Now it is time to embellish: Use bells, beads,
buttons - whatever you like!

Sew on a gold loop to the top of the tree on
the back so you can hang it.




