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State President
Dear Members
Did you ever sit on the floor
‘under’ the bookcase and open a
volume of the encyclopedia that
was a special possession of your
family and just read? In recent
years it is more likely you searched
on your nearest device, clicked on
an internet address and browsed.
Today, for me, it was the TransSiberian Railway journey. How
Marion E Dewar
will we discover faraway places
State President
or previously unknown facts in
another generation or two?
You may have spent some time during 2020 dreaming of
holidays you were unable to take or activities you were unable
to do. We all hope this year continues to be very different.
February 2021 brings us to the second month of Indigenous
Australia discovery. Perhaps, like my branch, you hear a little
each month about the Country of Study. This government
website looks very interesting: Discovery Indigenous |
Australian Research Council. It describes the grant scheme
that supports Australian research programs led by Aboriginal
or Torres Strait Islander researchers. The scheme is designed
to support basic and applied research and research training
by individuals and teams; support national and international
research collaboration; enhance research in priority areas; and
retain established researchers in higher education institutions.
It was very disappointing that the 2020 ACWW South
Pacific Area Conference in Papua New Guinea had to be
cancelled. For me, it was not just the conference and the
privilege of leading the Victorian delegation but the chance to
return to Port Moresby. Now we all have the opportunity to
attend from the comfort of our own homes or meeting rooms.
I encourage you to take part in this online event on Monday 8
March that is open to every member.
State Presidents write on many subjects, report on past
happenings and look forward to coming events. Sometimes
there is a photograph to illustrate a point the writer has made;
often of the writer with other members and the celebratory
cake. All State Presidents try to enthuse and inspire the reader.
I wonder if you will be surprised as you read the following
excerpts from February issues of our magazine from previous
decades over my lifetime.

A

s I write this we are experiencing record rains all along
the east coast of Australia. How disastrous for all after
so many years of drought – primary producers facing the
prospect of losing record crops – plus the invasion of millions
of locusts. (2011 State President Helen Christie)

G

roup President: What a wonderful position this is; such
a way of learning about the Association ‘as a whole’.
Membership Drive: It is of course up to each and every one of
us to attract new Members and retain them.
(2001 State President Betty Burgess)

T

ake a look in your area at the facilities used on Crown
Land, in most cases this is waste land that volunteers
in the district over the years have worked to improve and

maintain…[I have] put CWA views on the Rental Policy on
Crown Land. (1991 State President Myrtle Dempster)

T

hen we take ‘Time to Care’ for our local community and
our own branch. The strength of our Association is the
work done by our members in their own areas. It is here that
the funds are raised, that the skills are learned, that the fun
and interest of meetings is enjoyed, that the givers know the
recipients when help is given. (1981 State President Jean Tom)

R

ecently I have had the pleasure – and it was a real
pleasure – of visiting our Housecraft Centres at Ballarat,
Ararat and Beechworth – Centres where mentally ill women
patients are trained by our voluntary helpers to cook and sew
and learn the fundamentals of house-keeping.
(1971 State President Elsie Coutts)

S

ince I last wrote to you I have had the pleasure of meeting
Mrs. Ezlynn Deraniyagala, the first woman from Ceylon
to become a lawyer…At the dinner she gave an interesting
address on the status of women.
(1961 State President Alice Stewart)

I

hope the members of the Country Women’s Association are
to make a very real contribution to this year of celebration.
I feel sure your branches will all be represented on local
committees and that your help will be willingly given…our
contribution to the celebrations shall be the planting of trees.
(1951 State President Janet Dorward)
What surrounds the place where you live? For many, it may
be another flat or apartment; for others, another house block or
farm. You may be lucky enough to have a pocket handkerchief
sized green space or even an acre of grass. My lawn, whether
on the farm or in the town, has never been a planted lawn. It
grows dandelions, buttercups, paspalum, clover (what farmer
thought clover could ever be termed a weed?) and milk
thistles. Apparently, my lawn should be solely buffalo, zoysia,
bermuda, kikuyu or fescue grass. In our Product/Resource
study this year of Grasses – not just lawn we will surely have
either eradicated all the weeds from our lawns or cultivated a
taste for a new grass by the end of the year. There is certainly a
lot to learn and many experiments to undertake, both outdoors
and in the kitchen. Perhaps you will give brown rice a try or
just opt for sprouting alfalfa.
I, and other Senior Office Bearers, look forward to
seeing many members at Group Annual Meetings and Half
Yearly Conferences this month. You will hear from your
state representative during both these events. This is our
opportunity to listen to reports of branch and group activities
and ventures. As well, it is your opportunity to ask questions
about the Association and its purposes, especially as planned
for 2021.
Throughout 2020 I was so pleased to see many groups and
branches making special efforts to make additional donations
to the Association for General Funds. Thank you. It is your
understanding of the costs of administration that allows the
Association to function well. Financial planning is a subject
for us all, at a personal level as well as at an Association level.
I have previously mentioned the advantages, the necessity, of
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a budget for branches and groups. This allows for attention to
be given to fundraising for Association causes as well as any
each branch or group may add. Please consider the Association
itself especially again this year as 2021 may be even more
difficult, financially, than 2020.
Planning the journey of your branch and group through
the year with a syllabus or calendar of events leads to a well
organised spread of activities that takes into consideration the
different ideas of many members. Perhaps you have chosen to
repeat some items from last year as they were non-events and
perhaps you have taken up some new suggestions that may
take you in a different direction. I expect these plans will bring
you all to be vital members of a vibrant organisation.
Engage members Support newcomers Challenge yourself

Board Matters
Communication Changes: Given the positive feedback
about the State President’s Newsletters during COVID-19
restrictions it has been decided to continue the newsletter
concept in 2021. Your Victorian Country Woman magazine
will be produced bi-monthly in 2021. These changes facilitate
shorter turnaround times, reduced costs and are more
environmentally sustainable.

From 2020: Our Bushfire Relief Fund opened in January
from which over 300 families received assistance. Area Fund
payments (travel reimbursements for Group Presidents) were
postponed in March but were able to be paid by the end of the
year. The Taskforce Subcommittee chaired by State Treasurer
Marie met from March to develop and implement income
generating activities. The application for DGR status was
completed and submitted in December 2020.
For 2021: 2020/2021 membership subscriptions have been
maintained at 2019/2020 levels. New income streams such
as Pop-Up Shops and new book royalties continue to bring
additional income. The Board is working hard to ensure our
financial position remains strong and we look for members’
assistance as we continue to discover opportunities that
will support us into the future, enabling us to maintain our
community service.
Marion Dewar
State President

The closing date for
entries for the

2021 State
Literature
Competition

is 5pm on Friday 5 March 2021. All entries are
to be sent to cwamagazine@cwaofvic.org.au and
need to be accompanied by an entry form which
was published in the October 2020 magazine.
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From the
Editor

As we look forward to 2021 let us hope
that the hopes and dreams that we had at
the beginning of 2020 can be fulfilled,
or changed to meet a different year.
2020 saw many volunteer and not-forprofit organisations experiencing a drop
in income as all fundraising activities
were cancelled. This led to these
organisations finding other ways to raise
Lorraine Zimmerman funds while at the same time keeping in
Magazine Editor
contact with their member base.
Our Association was one of those
organisations to look for new ways to
raise funds without any physical activity. Some of the new
ideas from 2020, plus even more ideas for 2021, will help the
Association to widen its network and then use this widened
network to increase our membership. New branch/group
activities by members in their local communities may help in
this increase.
For many years you have received a January/February
edition of this magazine plus 10 monthly editions. This year
the format will be changed from 11 to 6 issues per year.
Therefore your next magazine will be the March/April edition
which you should receive in late March or early April.
The magazine is one of many communication tools used
by the Association and its content is enhanced by branches
and groups reporting on past activities and events as well as
promoting future activities and events. To broaden our reach
into the community the Association also uses our website and
Facebook to broadcast news and build on the value of our
varied means and timing of communication. In 2021 another
form of communication is being introduced in the form of a
newsletter.
When advertising events in the magazine please keep in
mind the new time frame so that as many members as possible
are made aware of your event. The cost of advertising an event
in the magazine is $30 per issue and payment is required at the
time of submission.
Towards the end of 2020 many branches were able to
meet face to face in various locations to renew branch life and
to swap stories of how individual members coped with the
restrictions placed on their lives. Also, it would have been a
time to remember those members who passed away and whose
life could not be celebrated in the traditional way.
In this issue of your magazine you will find many
interesting contributions from branches and individual
members plus details of how to join a State Committee,
nominate for a Senior Office Bearer position and a birthday
garden experience to celebrate the Association’s 93rd birthday.

DEADLINE FOR ARTICLES FOR THE
MARCH/APRIL 2021 MAGAZINE IS
FRIDAY 26 FEBRUARY 2021
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ACWW

International and Community
Support Committee

Dear Members,
This is the first chance I have had to say
̔Thank You̓ to those who joined in for
International Day. I’ve had good reports
back about how enjoyable it was. There
are plans afoot to keep making our
speakers available on Zoom. We will
simplify the process so you just have to
send me an email and I will send you
the link.
Vivien Speight
ACWW/International/
I hope you are planning for a great
Community Support
year.
A new opportunity for all members
Chairperson
of CWA of Victoria is to be able to join
the ACWW South Pacific Area Conference via Zoom on 8
March at no cost and no travelling! I’d love to see you there.
Please email me to request the link the week before.
We’re all ready for your donations and even made it to
Umina for unpacking and a get together in December. Please
check if your Group President or someone else coming near
to Umina can bring donations. Did you notice a little typo in
November magazine? The toiletry bags for Better Life for
Foster Kids need to be 24cms x 22cms.
Unfortunately I missed a photo opportunity to capture the
happy smiling faces of the Committee members who packed
and unpacked the donated items. Well done to those who
managed to get their donations to our Aladdin’s Cave. We
were able to pack and arrange delivery for a nice selection
to Backpacks4VicKids, Ronald McDonald House, Better
Care for Foster Kids and VICSEG. We also have items for
hospitals and other places that are not accepting donations at
the moment.
Thank you to the following Groups and Branches and of
course any I have missed.

Branches: Allansford, Alphington, Ashburton, Bacchus
Marsh, Bayside, Bena, Boroondara, Campaspe, Camperdown
Evening, Glen Alvie, Kurrajong, Mortlake Day, Mortlake
Evening, Noble Park, CWA Potters, Sutton Grange,
Terang, Umina, Warrnambool, Warrnambool Night Owls,
Warrigal Evening, Webbcona, Woodleigh Vale, Yarram.
Groups: Central Victoria, Goulburn Valley West, Keiwa
Valley, South Western.

ACWW South Pacific
Area Conference
When: Monday 8 March 2021
Time: 10am-2pm via videoconference.
If you would like to attend please send
an email to me and I will send on the link
when it is available.
Vivien Speight
ACWW/International/Community
Support Committee Chairperson
chairacwwsupport@cwaofvic.org.au

Travellers Aid
Where has 2020 gone? I am not sure if
I am happy or sad because it finished.
All I can say is that 2020 was an unusual
year. The year started as any normal year
would but then, alas, the pandemic came
upon us and everything changed. Once
March arrived we all had to adjust to a
new way of life: working from home,
learning how to use Zoom and meeting
fellow CWA members on Zoom, even
Viviane Chemali
drinking coffee with friends online. We
State Vice President
had to learn all this quickly and adapt
even more quickly. I live in the metropolitan area and I must
admit that the 5km radius did not take me far. I was pleased
when the restrictions were lifted and I could go out for a walk
and enjoy the sunshine.
As the CWA of Victoria contact for Travellers Aid, I am
pleased to report to members that I met three representatives,
Elaine, Sara and Sharon, on 28 October 2020. They informed
me that Travellers Aid are still operating from their three sites,
Southern Cross Station, Flinders Street Station and Seymour
Station, assisting people who travel.

They have recently refurbished their Flinders Street and
Southern Cross lounge areas and installed COVID-safe guards
at Southern Cross. A COVID-safe plan is in operation.
They continue to operate the Companion Service and
a Crisis Travel Program to assist those who are stranded,
vulnerable or distressed. They are currently running a pilot
program for Virtual Companions, to help people negotiate
their way around the city or for stranded passengers. It
operates over the phone or by video phone.
They are always pleased to receive donations, such as
beanies and scarves, to donate to passengers in need and send
a BIG ̔Thank You̓ to CWA branches across Victoria.
They are investing in some e-bike taxis to provide an
additional ‘short journey’ option to service users when public
transport is not suitable.
Now that the weather is warming up, Travellers Aid would
be grateful for the drink bottles that are regularly donated by
members. These are provided to people who may be suffering
from dehydration or to ensure travellers have adequate water
during their trip home.
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Associated Country
Women of the World
In case using the letters ACWW leaves you confused, they
stand for Associated Country Women of the World. Our area
is South Pacific Area. Our archivist, Member of Honour Noela
MacLeod, AO, presented her usual interesting report to State
Council which included this information on the formation of
ACWW and is reprinted with her permission:
In 1915, a Canadian woman, Mrs Madge Watt, introduced
the idea of Women’s Institutes to the UK. Prime Minister
Stanley Baldwin has credited it “the greatest idea that has
come out of the colonies to the motherland.” Mrs Watt
was commanded by Queen Mary to go to Sandringham
to explain the idea. The Sandringham Branch was soon
established, HM Queen Mary as President. It proved a
popular boon in those troubled war days for it mobilised
the power of the women on the land. (All the Royal Ladies
including Her Majesty the Queen are members of the WI.)
The idea reached Australia in 1922, with the formation
of the Country Women’s Association in Queensland and
Country Women’s Association of NSW. CWA of Victoria
began on 12th March 1928. Other countries have taken
up this idea with the culmination in a worldwide body The
Associated Country Women of the World, which celebrates
its 78th Anniversary this year. There are 9 million members
in over 700 societies in 76 countries of the world. We owe
these far-seeing women a debt of gratitude for what they
achieved in a society dominated by men. They were the
iron fist in the velvet glove.
Thank you, Noela. I hope we are still iron fists in velvet
gloves fighting for what is right!
ACWW has different funding sources:
• Membership Fees: CWA of Victoria is a society member
so all CWA members are also members of ACWW. Joining
as an individual member is encouraged and gets you a
magazine and of course helps in keeping the Association
going.
• ‘Pennies for Friendship’: This was started before we
went to decimal currency to help with income and the
association really needs dollars. Maybe you could consider
donating the price of a coffee at your meetings, because
I’m sure you would ‘shout’ a needy visitor a cup of coffee.
• The WE Fund: Previously ACWW agreed to a project in
a developing country and then asked for donations to fund
the project. This was a bit risky as there was no guarantee
that the funds came in, so the system was changed to
get the donations first and fund the projects second.
The Women’s Empowerment Fund was born. If you are
able to contribute towards projects like safe clean water,
agriculture or education, the money needs to be directed to
the WE Fund.
• ACWW Day: 29 April is ACWW Day, sometimes called
‘Women Walk the World’ Day. The idea is to let others
know that women across the world work and walk together
to improve the lives of women.
Vivien Speight
ACWW/International/Community
Support Committee Chairperson
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Thank you
30 November 2020
Ms Marion Dewar
statepresident@cwaofvic.org.au
The Country Women’s Association of Victoria Inc.
3 Lansell Road Toorak VIC 3142
Ms Judi Hannan cwamornington@gmail.com,
cwaofvicmorningtonpeninsula@gmail.com
Country Women’s Association of the Mornington Peninsula
Dear Marion and Judi
I am writing to personally thank the Country Women’s
Association for both the substantial donation from the
Thanksgiving Fund and also for the awareness CWA has
raised in relation to Batten disease.
We are an extremely small charity, largely run by
volunteers (including myself). Yet in 2020, we have
been able to achieve some wonderful things. These have
included establishing and growing our Medical and
Scientific Advisory Board; awarding over $150,000 for
Batten disease research in Australia and New Zealand
(to be formally announced on 7 December 2020);
connecting families by hosting regular zoom ‘coffee
catch ups’; ensuring that families in crisis can access
a free, professional help through our newly appointed
family support officer and also through a newly developed
partnership between BDSRA Australia and Dementia
Support Australia.
I am not overstating matters to say that the support
your organisation has given us this year will allow us to
continue to provide these essential services to our families.
Importantly, it has also given us faith that, although we are
rare, people still care about making things better for our
families.
I especially wanted to thank the CWA of the
Mornington Peninsula for nominating BDSRA Australia to
be a recipient of the Thanksgiving Fund
I would really appreciate the opportunity to come and
thank you in person when COVID-19 restrictions have
eased. Please let me know if that would be appropriate.
Until then, thank you. Your support has made a big
difference to our families.
Yours sincerely
Kate Beattie
President Australian Chapter of the Batten Disease
Support and Research Association
president@bdsraaustralia.org
Editor’s Note: The above letter is an edited version of the
original letter received by the State President and Judi
Hannan of Mornington Peninsula Group.
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Creative Arts

Heather Scott

Creative Arts Committee
Chairperson

Dear members
Happy New Year! I’m sure we are all
glad to put 2020 behind us, and to look
forward with anticipation and renewed
energy to all the opportunities available
to us in 2021. I know that some members
tried out new crafts or renewed their
interest in old ones last year, so I am
looking forward to seeing the products
of your time in lockdown at exhibitions
this year.

Results of the 2020 Syme Cup Competition

First - Gippsland
Hills Group

Thank you to the 12 groups who participated in 2020’s Syme
Cup Competition for the best Group Handcraft Entry on the
theme ‘Sea, Shore and Shells’. We very much appreciate the
work of your members in preparing the entries, and the trouble
taken by Group Presidents, Craft Leaders and others to ensure
that the competition could go on.
The entries were judged by two very experienced judges,
and I had the privilege of stewarding for them. It took
approximately eight hours, and much careful examination of
all the 60 articles. There were many delightful articles, and I
hope to see all of them as individual entries in this year’s State
Exhibition, and also as individual entries in the members’
Group Exhibitions. Please remember that articles which have
been part of a Branch or Group Entry one year can be entered
as individual entries the following year, or vice versa.
The final results could not have been closer: first, second
and third placed entries scored within one percentage point of
each other.

Festival. As well as the Schedule and Entry Forms, you will
find the answers to some Frequently Asked Questions about
the Exhibition.
Your branch will also receive a copy in the January
posting. If you have difficulty obtaining the schedule, please
email me, or phone Head Office 9827 8971 and ask for a copy
to be sent to you. We encourage all members to enter the State
Exhibition.

• First place: Gippsland Hills Group
• Second place: Goulburn Valley West Group
• Third place: North Gippsland Group
Congratulations to all.

A tip for machine sewing

2021 Schedule and Entry Forms

The Schedule and Entry Forms for the 2021 State Creative
Arts Exhibition and the Ararat Sock Festival are now available
on the website. Go to cwaofvic.org.au/news-events/ and
click on 2021 State Creative Arts Exhibition and Ararat Sock

Expressions of Interest for State Exhibition 2022

Groups are invited to submit Expressions of Interest in holding
the 2022 State Exhibition of Creative Arts in a venue within
their group to the Creative Arts Committee. Key criteria
are the size of the venue (at least 600-700 square metres of
floor space), cost, availability of nearby accommodation and
the level of support offered by the hosting group. For more
information about what to include in an Expression of Interest,
please email me.
Do you ever find it difficult to thread the needle on your
sewing machine? Here is a tip from a former Creative Arts
Chairman, now in her 90s. Observe which way the needle goes
into the machine, e.g. flat side to the back. Take the needle out
and thread it, if necessary with the aid of a needle threader,
in the correct direction, e.g. from front to back. Replace the
threaded needle in the machine. This is much easier than
threading the needle while in place – a good tip for young
sewers, as well as older ones.

Far left: Second
- Goulburn Valley
West Group
Left: Third - North
Gippsland Group
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Club
Pop-Up Shops

Saturday Pop-Up Shops are back. On
14 and 28 November a small team of
helpers under the direction of Deputy
State President Pam baked our famous
sausage rolls and scones.
On Saturday 5 December the
Cooking Committee Christmas
Fare Umina Pop Up Shop was well
Anne DuVé
supported. Locals placed orders so
Club Committee
they did not miss out. Deputy State
Chairperson
President Pam cooked cakes, puddings
and shortbread. All the orders were placed in the craft room
for picking up on the Saturday morning. A few members
delivered Christmas cakes, puddings and shortbread, mince
pies and yo-yos. Thursday and Friday helpers wrapped and
priced all the baking. In addition, Christmas Fare Pop-Up
Shops were held in other areas of the state.
As well, the Pop-Up Shops sell our CWA merchandise,
including the new book Thrifty Household, Show bags and
Calendars.
The last Pop-Up Shop for 2020 was Saturday 19
December. Additional orders for Christmas cakes, pudding
and shortbread were filled. As well, orders were taken for
scones, shortbread and mince pies. Again, Deputy State
President Pam cooked for this event and there were a few
members who supplied extra cookery items. We thank them
for their generosity.
Pop-Up Shops will continue fortnightly starting from 23
January 2021. Club Committee members will be leading the
baking and selling on each alternate Saturday. If you are able
to help, please contact me through the office.

State Vice President Viviane Chemali (left) and Magazine &
Communications Committee Chairman Mary Grant pricing items
for Christmas orders

The Lady Mitchell Wing

Some painting in the Lady Mitchell wing will start shortly. We
thank John Long for volunteering his expert services for this
project.

What’s next for 2021?

Executive Director Lynne Jordan was happy to provide the
following information:
• We gained a $5,000 government grant to enhance the
serving of food outside, especially on the veranda. This
will include increased access to electricity on the front
veranda and some additional outdoor furniture
• We now have QR codes for registering attendance at
Umina but we will be keeping the sign-in books as well
• COVID-normal regulations apply for all we do at Umina
• The Board endorsed the project to review the model for the
B&B prior to reopening to ensure we meet all government
regulations
• The date of re-opening is dependent on the outcome of the
review.

Junior Member News
Far left: Andee
and Maggie with
their gifts
Left: Rodney’s
knitted creatures

Rodney Junior Branch
Our Junior Co-ordinator Lyn Trezise has kept in contact with
our Juniors via email and phone and has sent items for them
to participate in to keep them involved in CWA. We had
visited them in July with gifts for a front door ‘meet and greet’
and since so much time has passed without a meeting, we
organised another visit in October.

Lyn had some great patterns for all sorts of mini animals
so again we got busy knitting these very challenging little
creatures. Lorraine Secomb came to our aid and knitted
quite a few for us. We had photos taken of the girls from our
previous catch up and we included them in lovely individual
cards especially made for us by Bev Smallman with each card
including a nice verse. All the girls loved the cards with their
photos inside and they all chose their little item of a knitted
creature each. They were so excited to see our Co-ordinators
Lyn, Shirley and Janice again.
Our final visit with them for 2020 will be a daytime
outdoor Christmas celebration.

10

Victorian Country Woman - Vol. 67 No. 1 January / February 2021

From the State Treasurer
Educational Grants

As many of you are aware, the CWA
of Victoria manages a number of
Educational Grants. In November
the secondary, tertiary and AA Gibbs
awards were determined. These are
available to members, their children/
step children or grandchildren/
step grandchildren. It was a lovely
task to write out the letters to the
Marie Vassallo
State Treasurer
nine secondary and three tertiary
successful applicants. Successful applicants of a tertiary
educational grant are reminded that they will need to send
through proof of 2021 enrolment to initiate the cheque being
sent.
Every application received was complete, and all
applicants were successful. Numbers of applications were
down on 2019. Only three AA Gibbs secondary grants
applications were awarded as there was only one senior
secondary application received. I encourage all members to
access these grants for their children and grandchildren.
We do have a number of educational grants that are also
open to the general public. These include the following:
• Sarah Amiet award for a tertiary student working in a
health related field
• Environmental post graduate award for a tertiary student
studying environmental studies
• Alice Stewart Award for a post graduate student working
in food or fibre industries
• Victoria Louisa Craig rural health nurse award which is
for a qualified nurse undertaking a post graduate course
in rural health
• Food Technology Award for post graduate studies in
applied science or food technology.
Applications for these educational grants close 31 March
2021.
If you know of any student who may be eligible for
these grants, please point them to the application form
available on our website cwaofvic.org.au. If you have

Membership

Christmas and the January holidays
are well and truly over, time to refocus
on CWA. I am sure many hams and
turkeys were consumed, along with the
wearing of funny hats and the popping
of crackers. Thank heavens 2020 is now
behind us and 2021 is emerging. Let’s all
hope everyone continues to follow the
government guidelines and a vaccine is
available for us soon.
Joanne Alderman
I would like to recap on what the
Membership Committee
Chairperson
Membership Committee has achieved in
the last few months of 2020:
• Five workshops written that cover many aspects of
membership that Group Presidents and branches can use
• An Exit Survey for members leaving us
• An ‘Elevator Speech’

difficulty accessing the application form from the website,
please contact the office for a copy to be emailed out to you.

A Friendly Reminder

I have had the great pleasure in reviewing the branch returns of
our Association. The activities detailed are enormous, and show
that our association is varied and very active. The impact of the
pandemic has not diminished the generosity of our members in
donating to the Victorian community.
Last year all branch treasurers received a letter from me in
regards to their return. For some branches this letter reminded
them of the constitutional requirement to pay the annual dues
for educational grants (based on the size of the branch), APRA,
Conference fee and Association Day fundraising. The board
had taken the decision that no conference fee was due, as the
2020 conference was held virtually and the fees paid for that
conference have been held over for 2021. Those branches that
have not sent these compulsory fees in full to the office, will be
receiving an official invoice that will require payment.

Treasurer Training

I have received a number of requests for ongoing training to be
delivered to branch and group treasurers. There are currently
three training videos available on the website in the members̓
only section – they cover:
• Completing an OPD
• Completing senior office bearer claim form
• Completing annual branch return
In 2021, restrictions allowing, there will be the opportunity
to attend branch office bearer training. These dates are being
finalised, and will be advertised widely. They will include
treasurer specific information. I will also be running the
treasurer sections via Zoom for those unable to attend face to
face training.
If treasurers have any questions, I am always happy to
assist. The best way to contact me is via email
statetreasurer@cwaofvic.org.au

• Discussions and paper to the Board about the benefits of
opening a Virtual Branch
• A Think Tank meeting to discuss membership promotion;
• Discussions around a database that would assist
membership and members;
• Suggestion of a new tagline – ‘We are the friends you
haven’t met yet’
• Setting up of a number of sub-committees within
membership to tackle such issues as membership growth,
virtual branch.
This will allow us to develop and deliver outcomes we are
working on.
Our discussions have naturally been around how do we
entice women to join, engage and renew membership? Do
we need to modify the way we do things; do we need to
adjust what we provide to our members? Membership is an
ever shifting and evolving environment and it is important to
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always think and act progressively, to challenge and revisit what
we do so we are relevant to contemporary women and girls.
We also provided case studies of why members join. These
case studies will be used by Seftons to build a picture of what it
means to be a member and why. There has also been discussion
around what the membership committee would like to see
included in a database, especially in relation to reporting.
Another point in discussions is how much responsibility is
placed on Group Presidents and branch executives to recruit and
encourage members to join (and stay).
• Is there more that the Membership Committee could be
doing for you?
• Do you want more input into the how, what and why of
membership drives? You know what will work in your areas.
• Can we help tailor-make and support your initiatives?
If, the answer is yes, then contact me and let’s start a
conversation.
One important item on our agenda is the development of an
Exit Interview process to ascertain why members leave. The
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Membership Committee would like to conduct interviews with
members who are leaving (or have recently left). A dedicated
team will undertake this process so Group Presidents and
branch executives do not have to become involved, especially
if there is any conflict. It will keep the process impartial.
De-identified information will be shared to everyone as we
build up an informative record of why people leave. If you
have members leaving, let us know and we will contact them
and attempt to chat with them.
Everyone please recruit new members as it is part and
parcel of being a member and there is nothing greater than
word-of-mouth recruiting. Face-to-face positive reinforcement
and enthusiasm of what CWA means to you is priceless and
often rewards us with a new friend (member).
The Virtual Branch was approved for development by
the Board in November 2020. Look out for information in
relation to the launch date and how you can help us roll out
this exciting initiative.

Social Issues
Hello Members,
Goodbye to 2020 and its myriad
problems and ingenuities.
We have all had to learn new ways
to communicate in the technological
sense, hopefully some of these new
skills will continue to be utilised on a
part-time basis in 2021. But now we
can embrace that most treasured form of
Judith Poole
communication: touch. Face to face on
Social Issues Committee
a machine does not compare to holding,
Chairperson
hugging, just touching as we come
together. Let us hope that throughout 2021 we can enjoy this
gift.
My October Campaspe Times newsletter contained a
section on the eight Resource Recovery Centers across the
Shire. There is a list of items that can be delivered FREE
(newsletter capitalisation) and at the top of the list are
household batteries. A short phone call assured me button
batteries are classed as household. Ratepayers can deliver any
number of button batteries free. If branches and individuals
collect these batteries and inquire of their own local
government areas where they can be safely deposited, we will
ensure the danger of small children consuming these will be
alleviated.
In line with the Social Issues Committee’s intention to
educate ourselves, we were inspired by the message of our
guest speaker Jeanette Large in late 2020. She is the CEO
of the Women’s Property Initiative. Her organisation aims
to not only partner with other organisations in the sector but
to actively provide affordable permanent homes for women
facing homelessness. They currently house 266 women
and children around Melbourne in properties they own and
another 200+ in properties they manage through their real
estate arm. The WPI have regional experience with homes
already available in Daylesford. They are partnering with
(among others) Beyond Housing in Shepparton to extend
their services into northern Victoria in the coming months.

This allows women to stay in their familiar environments.
Jeanette’s vision as stated in her introductory biography is
to “help disadvantaged women regain their independence
by providing good quality, safe, appropriate, inclusionary
and secure housing.” An ambitious goal that she believes
is being achieved as Australians learn about building
better community housing. Providing this basic human
need, Jeanette believes, “will help break the cycle of
intergenerational poverty, decrease public spending on
welfare services and increase individual investment, once
women have rebuilt their lives.” A worthy goal for us to
support.
In the January posting your branch secretary will have
received a letter that outlines the Social Issues Committee’s
concept of how our 2021 theme of a Safe Home For All will
develop. We ask that individual members read this letter and
consider assisting us in opening the conversation that the
homeless person of today ‘could be me, could be you’, that
not all who are facing homelessness are the stereotypical
drug takers or alcoholics. We have links to many resources
that have been designed by one of our members and are
freely available to you to assist you in understanding how
you can help us. Please consider taking up the challenge. I
can be contacted on chairsocialissues@cwaofvic.org.au or
by post: Judith Poole, 10 Steele St, Stanhope VIC 3623.
I would like to leave you with a comment from a member
of the Social Issues Committee, Elaine Smith, of Officer
Owls. She says, “Congratulations to the state government
for their impressive stimulus ($5.3 billion for social housing)
and all our councils that have been liaising with government
on behalf of their residents. We need to see regional and
rural spending. People need to stay in their home area to stay
in touch with all family, friends, and services…we are lost
if we have to move. Kids need to be established at school.
Women need to be able to age-in-place. Population needs
to stay in order to support the economic, social and service
provision of the local area.” Well said Elaine.
Till next month,
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2021 Calendar Magazine and
of Events
Communications
JANUARY
23
Pop-Up Shop
25
Senior Office Bearers’ Meeting
26
Australia Day
27
Senior Office Bearers’ Meeting
FEBRUARY
6
Pop-Up Shop
20
Pop-Up Shop
Preserves Masterclass
MARCH
Preserves Masterclass
5
Closing Date for State Literature
Competition
8
International Women’s Day
8
ACWW SPA Conference (online)
10-11 State Council
12
93rd Birthday Open Day at Umina
13
Beat the Scone Record Challenge
16-18 Group Presidents’ Training
APRIL
29
ACWW Women Walk the World
MAY
28-29

AGM and State Conference (Ballarat)

JUNE
23-24 State Council
JULY
23-26
24-25

Melbourne Craft and Quilt Fair
(Convention Centre)
Open House Melbourne

AUGUST
20-21 State Exhibition (Ararat)
SEPTEMBER
1-2
State Council
23-30 Royal Melbourne Show
OCTOBER
1-3
Royal Melbourne Show
15
International Day of Rural Women
12, 14 Seniors Week Devonshire Teas(?)
NOVEMBER
Christmas Cooking Masterclasses
24-25 State Council
DECEMBER
4
Christmas Fare

2021 has arrived! Let’s hope it is a better year
than 2020. Our Committee was able to get
together just before Christmas, enjoyed some
nibbles and a glass of wine together.
I hope those keyboards have been busy
creating entries for the 2021 Literature
Competition. There is not much time left –
entries close 5 March 2021.
Here is an incentive to get writing. A
committee member suggested a special award
Mary Grant
for Junior members to encourage them to
Magazine &
participate. This award will be in the form of
Communications
Committee Chairperson
attending a Writers’ Workshop at no cost to
the junior. I followed up with our Literature
Judge as to the cost and availability of a workshop and presented
this idea as part of my Committee’s budget. The Board considered
the proposal and have agreed to fund this initiative through funds
available for training for our members, from the Elsa Mary Grice
investment.
The super good news is that this workshop can also be available
to any adult member as well. How will it work? At a date to be
determined, an authors’ workshop via zoom will be facilitated by
Ian Trevaskis, an award-winning children’s author. The winners of
each section in our Literature Competition will be invited to attend
this workshop at no cost. Other members are encouraged to be part
of this learning opportunity as paying attendees. Further details will
be available in March.
Big changes!! We have enjoyed the monthly magazine which
appears in our mailboxes early each month, since the first issue in
December 1930. Its name was Country Crafts. It was eight pages
in length. Some 58 brief Branch Reports were included. In 1952
the name changed to The New Country Crafts and the first issue
was March with the volume number reverting to Vol 1. In January
1963 it was again Country Crafts and there were twelve issues
during the year. In February 1989 there was a name change to
Official Publication Country Women’s Association of Victoria Inc.
Today’s title, Victorian Country Woman, first appeared in February
1995, with eleven issues per year. For 2021, your magazine will be
published bi-monthly.
A newsletter will be forwarded in the months between each
magazine issue. The newsletter will allow information to be
dispersed more quickly and you will get information about
state events and other activities in a timely manner, making the
information relevant and current.
The current plastic wrap is considerably cheaper than a paper
envelope and can be recycled at your supermarket.
As all communications to members from the Association are part
of your annual membership subscription these changes, made by
the Board in November, do not affect the total of your membership
subscription.
Looking forward to great things in 2021.
This quote from Maya Angelou just about sums up our year of
COVID.
‘You can’t use up creativity. The more
you use, the more you have.’
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Invitation to Apply for a State Position
Eligible members are invited to consider nominating for a Senior Office Bearer position. Further
details are available on the cwaofvic.org.au website and in the January posting sent to all branches.
The Senior Office Bearers listed below are elected at the State AGM to be held on 28 May 2021.

Nominations close 21 March 2021.
All nominees should be familiar with
the Constitution, which is available from
cwaofvic.org.au/about/constitution or upon
request from Head Office. All nominees
must obtain the document Election of Board
Members and State Council Members:
Policy and Procedures (which includes the
nomination forms), a Role Description and
the Standard CV Template by telephoning
Member Services Administrator Robyn
Smith on 9827 8971 or emailing cwaadmin@
cwaofvic.org.au, or downloading them from
the Members’ section of the website.
Further requirements are listed in the
Election of Board Members and State
Council Members: Policy and Procedures
and in the Role Descriptions.

Senior Office Bearer Positions:
•
Deputy State President
•
State Treasurer
•
State Vice President (4 positions)
•
General Board Member (4 positions)
•
Committee Chairpersons for each of the
State Committees listed below:
(a) catering
(b) creative arts
(c) membership
(d) ACWW International and Community Support
(e) magazine /communications
(f) the Association club
(g) agriculture and environment
(h) social issues
(i) cooking
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Invitation to Join a State Committee
All members are invited to express interest in being appointed to a State
Committee. Committee members are appointed by the State President.
Reports of the work of the State Committees
are printed in the Official Annual Report,
which can be downloaded at cwaofvic.org.
au/about/official-annual-report. The State
Committees are listed below.
Expressions of interest should be addressed
to the State President, 3 Lansell Road,
Toorak 3142 or emailed to cwaadmin@
cwaofvic.org.au Expressions of interest for
the period June 2021-May 2022 open on 1
March 2021 and close on 30 April, 2021.

The State Committees are:
(a) catering
(b) creative arts
(c) membership
(d) ACWW/International and Community Support
(e) magazine/communications
(f) the Association club
(g) agriculture and environment
(h) social issues
(i) cooking
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AUSTRALIA
BALTIC STATES
CANADA
CEYLON
CHINA
DENMARK
FIJI
FINLAND
GHANA
GREECE
HOLLAND
INDIA
INDONESIA
ISRAEL
ITALY
JAPAN
NEW GUINEA
NEW ZEALAND
PHILLIPPINES
REPUBLIC OF IRELAND
RUSSIA
SAMOA
SCOTLAND
SOUTH AFRICA
STH PACIFIC IS TONGA
SWITZERLAND
TERRITORY OF PAPUA
USA
February
Puzzles
WESTERN
AMERICA
WOMEN OF BRITAIN
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Answers will appear in the
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Countries Studied 1940-70
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8

MARCH / APRIL 2021

Magazine

1 3 2
4
5
4
7
4
2
9
6

PHOTOGRAPHS

9
3 4

• Photos of Children. Please note that due to privacy reasons we
require the written permission of parents or legal guardians in
order to reproduce photos of children. These forms are available
from your Branch Secretary or email the Editor

1
5

• Please send high-resolution photos (at least 2MB)
• Ensure you attach your photos to your email rather
than embedding them in your email or document
(which automatically reduces the resolution)
• If you need to send hard copy photos please have these
professionally printed (Officeworks, Harvey Norman) because
photos printed on home printers won’t scan well enough for
printing in the magazine

• Photos and articles submitted to the magazine may be used for
all CWA of Victoria communications outlets (e.g. magazine,
website, and social media).
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Reflection on the 2020
Country of Study

CWA of Victoria Christmas Fare E-Raffle.
Thank you to everyone who bought tickets in the CWA of
Victoria Christmas Fare e-raffle. The e-raffle has raised funds
to enable the Association to continue its direct support of
vulnerable women, children and families. The raffle was
organised through rafflelink (https://www.rafflelink.com.au/
cwavicchristmas2020). We are very grateful to the sponsors
of the e-raffle, who provided the prizes. Congratulations to the
six winners.

1st Prize
$1,000 Coles Myer Voucher

Ticket Number: #2770 Annie from Richmond, Victoria

2nd Prize
2 night’s accommodation and 4 course
dinner at Alexandra Hotel ($400)
Ticket Number: #220 Martha from Seymour, Victoria

3rd Prize
$250 Bunnings Voucher donated by
Warrnambool Cheese

Ticket Number: #1533 Noeline from Drouin, Victoria

4th Prize
$100 Bunnings Voucher

Ticket Number: #3375 Helen from Riddells Creek, Victoria

5th Prize
$50 Cannings Free Range Butchers
Voucher
Ticket Number: #1508 Jodi from Irrewarra, Victoria

6th Prize
$50 Bunnings Voucher

Ticket Number: #3046 Krista from Woodend, Victoria

The country of Botswana proved to be a topic with many
avenues to explore about art, crafts and traditional aspects of
the country. In the environment of COVID, our experiences
have been reliant on technology, You Tube and Zoom meetings.
However, with intrepid feelings as the International officer of
Bendigo branch, we have viewed some interesting insights
about Botswana. Of course, the magazine provided facts about
the situation of Botswana in the African landscape.
We viewed Botswana under the headings of wildlife in the
natural habitat, weaving, basket ware, music, politics, language
and traditional stories that are told to the children of Botswana.
To culminate the political landscape, one of our members
pointed out the movie ‘The United Kingdom’ that described the
political trajectory of the Bechuanaland Protectorate towards
independence in 1966. The story of President Khama and his
family proved to be a highlight of our interests in the Republic
of Botswana.
Heritage preserved wildlife areas were explored and I was
fortunate in finding a live African safari site that revealed the
harshness of the environment. As a result of the harshness both
the human population and the fauna of Botswana live in close
proximity. The colours and the legends of Botswana are based
on the experiences of the Botswana people while living in both
desert and rural areas. Of course a news event about the mystery
death of the elephants in Botswana highlighted the nation’s
caring about the wildlife and the survival requirements of the
elephant
Weaving and basket ware reflect the colours and shapes in
the environment. The baskets depict the traditional symbols
that have been handed down through generations of families.
An internet site called: Botswana stories, Thari-e-Ntsho,
Bontekanye Botumile, taboos, superstitions, values, beliefs
through children’s stories, explained the reason behind each
symbolic shape. The weaving includes natural dyes from the
vegetation and again includes traditional symbols from the
folklore of Botswana as well as depictions of scenery such as
weaved by the Oodi weavers of Gaborone
As well as exploring the interesting avenues of culture and
music in Botswana, we planned to have our own experiences
with the traditional dishes from this area. To add to our interest,
I included cross stitch samples of African topics.
The year 2020 has been a challenging year for
communicating and a wonderful opportunity for armchair
exploring.
Ellen Roche
Bendigo International Officer
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2021 Country of Study:
Indigenous Australia
The ‘Country of Study’ is connected with ACWW in that we
have always chosen a country affiliated with ACWW, trying to
alternate between north and south of the equator and the South
Pacific. You can have your say each year by suggesting a
country to the Committee who then take their choices to State
Council.
I have heard some say Indigenous Australia is an unusual
choice. It could be a challenging subject as there is less
opportunity to give facts such as geography or climate.
However, there is more opportunity to focus on the experience
of indigenous people, especially women, and how their lives
are affected by policies and stereotyping. Our knowledge of
our fellow Australians wasn’t taught at school in my day. The
media can be selective in what they include, so hopefully
by the end of the year we will know more and be able to
be involved in discussions with accurate knowledge and a
thoughtful perspective. Maybe some long held beliefs will
be challenged. Please approach discussion with an enquiring
mind and open heart. Be respectful in your discussion when
other members may not have the same views as you do.
Spread over the year, a program could include the history
of indigenous people before and after 1770; the culture;
government policies and attitudes that affected indigenous

people then and now; the present day situation and any
misconceptions, bias or realisation of white privilege that we
may need to modify.
Does your suburb or town have an Indigenous placename?
In NAIDOC week, Australia Post encouraged Aussies to
acknowledge the Traditional Custodians of this land the
next time they sent mail. Australia Post advised that when
addressing a letter or package, the structure you should follow
is pretty simple. Just add the traditional placename below
any names and above the street address. If you’re unsure
what region you need to pop in the address, they recommend
heading to The Australian Institute of Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander Studies (AIATSIS) website (https://aiatsis.
gov.au/). The AIATSIS has created a map to help reflect the
language, social or nation groups of our First Nations peoples.
Vivien Speight
ACWW/International/Community
Support Committee Chairperson
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Letters to the Editor
I was impressed to receive (and read) the Victorian Country Woman Special 2019 Annual Report Edition published in September
2020. The quality of the publication and the various reports therein were of a marvelous standard. Congratulations to everyone
involved in the production of the Report and its contents. The ‘Wow!’ factor, when imagining the behind the scenes hard work
done by so many individuals and separate groups of women, is immense and wonderful. The song, I am woman, sung so
magnificently by Helen Reddy comes to mind.
By the time this letter is published in the Victorian Country Woman monthly newsletter, many of the positions held - across
all aspects of CWA - from Office Bearer to Group Presidents - will have changed. I would like to suggest that an updated ‘2020
inclusive list’ be provided to all CWA Victoria members as soon as possible after AGMs at State, Branch and Group level are
completed.
As well, I would like to say a big ‘Thank you’ to Marion Dewar for her weekly letters. During the past months, many kind and
innovative individuals have done kind and innovative things. Marion Dewar’s letters have been one of those kindnesses. Despite
COVID-19 changing almost everything in our daily lives, some really good changes and outcomes have emerged as ideas - and
then actions and these ‘random acts of kindness’ have been blessings in disguise for us all.

Jill Loorham

Harcourt
1 November 2020

Note from State President
The CWA Year is different at different levels. The State and
Group financial year is 1 January to 31 December. State
Officers are elected at the AGM at the end of May with the
year commencing immediately after the AGM. In reality this
is at the end of State Conference held at the end of May.
Group Office Bearers are elected at the Group Annual
Meeting in February (or March), to commence their term
of office immediately after the State AGM (and State
Conference).
The Branch year is 1 October to 30 September. The
Branch Annual Meeting is in October (or November) and,
in most branches, office bearers commence their duties
immediately after the end of the annual and general meetings
of that month as they are usually held on the same day/night.
State and Group Office Bearers for 2019 were listed in
2019 Official Annual and September Magazine (the 2019
Official Annual Edition). State Office Bearers for 2019 and
2020 are listed on Page 3 of each 2019 or 2020 magazine.
Incoming Group Presidents are featured in one magazine
(May or June).
Marion Dewar
State President

Beautiful memories - and an unexpected
friendship
Evie Buckley’s story about her neighbour Miriam was a lovely
account of the beautiful friendship she and her neighbour
developed. Evie and Miriam, by good fortune, shared a
common CWA interest. Their different religious beliefs
enabled them to involve themselves in each other’s religious
beliefs. They experienced many special times together and on
a number of occasions, enjoyed time with each other’s family
members and friends.
What shone through in the story was the bond of friendship
that quickly developed between the two women as they gave
their time and helpful assistance to each other so freely.
To be a good neighbour and to have a good neighbour
next door is a gift beyond price; friendship, trust, kindness
and genuine caring - and when help is needed - giving all
of those things. It was a lovely story to read; simple but
inspiring, leaving a lot to think about.
Jill Loorham
Harcourt
9 November 2020
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Whitelion
A lot of people may not have heard of ‘Whitelion’. The first I
knew of the organisation was when my daughter worked for
them. I was impressed by the fact that they help young people
get back on the ‘right track’ and hope CWA members find the
following article to be of interest.
Della Metzke
CWA Potters

No young person left behind

Whitelion is a specialist youth organisation with a vision to
ensure that ‘No young person is left behind’. The organisation
was established in 1999 in Victoria with the vision to ‘stop the
revolving door’ for young people leaving the justice system.
Over the years our work in Victoria grew interstate where we
are now supporting over 2,000 young people in NSW, SA and
WA.
Whitelion believes passionately that all young persons
should have equitable opportunities to reach their potential.
We believe that a young person’s experience of disadvantage
- of homelessness, addiction or family violence - should not
limit their opportunities. From such adversities, young people
have built incredible courage, strength, and determination for
a better life than the one they were born into. Our role is to
create the right conditions where young people can break the
cycle of disadvantage.
All our efforts are geared to addressing two social
problems - youth social isolation and unemployment. One
in three young people between 15-24 years old experience
social isolation and youth unemployment is double that of
the national average currently at 12%. We offer a range of
programs that seek to build positive connections and create
pathways to work. These include: mentoring, practical

education support, work readiness, job placements and
intensive one on one support. Our aim is to support young
people to develop positive self-regard and confidence to
positively connect with others. In so doing, they are better
able to attain education and work outcomes. This may mean
re-engaging with school, training or getting a job.
One of the best parts of my job is getting the opportunity
to spend time with young people – to hear their stories and be
inspired by their ambitions. I often hear from young people
who have grown up in the ‘system’ of child protection, the
courts, foster homes, that their volunteer mentor is the only
adult in their life who cares about them unconditionally - who
is not a paid professional. So many young people have told me
that building the confidence and developing the skills to land a
job has changed their lives. For some, financial independence
means they don’t have to stay trapped in a violent home, for
others, it means having dignity and not being looked upon
as an ex-offender but a contributing member of society.
Whitelion works hard to not only change young peoples’
lives, we want to change hearts and minds of everyone in
the community. We want everyone to appreciate that young
people at risk have a right to equitable opportunities. We want
employers to give young people a chance to demonstrate their
skills and talent. We want schools to find ways to support
those who are disengaged. We want governments to ensure
policies and services are youth inclusive. We simply want a
fair go for all young people who have grown up with so much
less than most of us.
Hang Vo
Chief Executive Officer
Whitelion Youth Agency
11 December 2020

Garden History Book
Victorian Branch
Australian Garden History Society
28/11/2020

Garden History –
The garden of Umina
$10.00 - $25 AUD
https://www.gardenhistorysociety.
org.au/product/garden-history-thegarden-of-umina/

Dear Marion
On behalf of the Victorian Branch of
the Australian Garden History Society I
would like to officially thank the CWA
for allowing Tim Gatehouse access to
your property and records to write the
‘Garden History of Umina’.
I know that Tim has recently dropped
off some copies to your office and
hope that you are as pleased as we are
with the finished result. Your property
certainly has an engaging history in
which our members and broader garden
historians will be most interested.
As you may be aware, this
publication was part of the AGHS 40th
Anniversary Projects and we were
fortunate to celebrate with a Garden

Party at Umina on 14 March this year,
where our members enjoyed the results
of the ongoing gardening efforts of
several of our members which helped to
make the day a huge success.
If you or any of your members would
like to purchase extra digital or hard
copies of this garden history please let
us know so we can arrange delivery.
Thank you once again for making
this project possible.
Kind Regards
Wendy Dwyer
Chair Victorian Branch
Australian Garden History Society
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YOU'LL ALL BE ZOOMED
With a huge nod to Australian bush poet, John O’Brien’s ‘Said Hanrahan’

You’ll All Be Zoomed.
You’ll all be Zoomed, said Premier Dan,
As lockdown closed the state,
And suddenly a gath’ring ban
Forced meetings to abate.
Last year went off like a shot
We sewed and baked a-plenty
But who could have predicted what
Would come in 2020?
The year had started as most might,
With plans so great and cunning,
With talks of shows and trivia nights,
And barbeques at Bunnings.
As fires burned from shore to shore
We quickly joined the fight
And started preparation for
A fundraising movie night.
We started making relish and
Zucchini pickle too
For selling at the produce stand
And as something fun to do!
The Peanut Butter Falcon sold
Out tickets in eight hours.
A raffle with prizes untold
Finished this night of ours.
One event done, all gone to plan!
We looked at what had been,
“You’ll all be Zoomed,” said Premier Dan
As COVID shut us in.
But this did not slow our branch down,
We met it with elation
As each at home across the town
Watched a crochet demonstration.

“What fun!” we cried, “My gosh, oh my,
The year ahead is changing
How about next time we try
Some online flower arranging?”
So Floral Acts of Kindness Inc.
Joined us on our screen,
With daisies white and roses pink,
And leaves with shades of green.
The next few months we whiled away
With crafts and conversation
We learnt of bees and macrame
And children’s education.
We baked some scones with jam and cream;
They’ll always be a winner
And then, as if it were a dream,
We all went out for dinner.
A birthday feast with our small clan
We’ve lasted seven years!
“You’ll all be Zoomed,” said Premier Dan.
We got back off the beers.
Now back online we worked with glee
To stop lockdown psychosis
We learned about the TAC
And endometriosis.
We weaved some little baskets,
Made of thread and she oak pine.
Though difficult to start the task it’s
Surely worth the time.
This year may have been different than
The others that we’ve had,
“You’ll all be Zoomed,” said Premier Dan;
It wasn’t all that bad.
Fiona Lowe
(with help from Barton Lowe)
Central Nights
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Status of Women Committee Report
The United Nations of Australia Victoria Division Status
of Women Committee held a very interesting meeting in
December. A guest who is a mother of three boys spoke
about her concerns with the Readers her sons were given at
school. They are a newish series based on Australian animal
characters but they bothered her because they don’t show girls
and women in a modern light. For example, the books, where
a boy is the main character, have exciting titles like Rocket
Ship, The BMX Contest, whereas the titles that have the girl
as the main character are called The Cook Off, Kim’s Nest and
Germs! As she pointed out, this is not good for girls or boys.
Girls might grow up thinking their role is in the home and
not as an engineer or a pilot and the boys may have trouble

relating to women who are ambitious or senior to them. This is
a call for you to become aware.
Do you know any early primary school children and what
are they reading? If you have bought presents for children
have you stuck with traditional gifts? Watch out for any girls
you know putting themselves down or saying, ‘I can’t do that
because I’m a girl.’ Please take any opportunity you can to
correct errors.
Vivien Speight
ACWW/International/Community
Support Committee Chairperson

2020 Christmas Fare Pop Up
Shop Style
A number of Christmas Fare Pop Up Shops were held around
the state during December 2020. The Pop Up Shop at Umina on
Saturday 5 December was the third of four held following the
relaxation of restrictions. The new favourite was sausage rolls.
Scones continue each fortnight – alternating plain and date with
plain and cheese.
Merchandise has been available at all pop up shops. Sales of
cookbooks and tea towels were steady. It was exciting to offer
Thrifty Household, showbags and calendars during December.
Thank you to our volunteer gardeners from the Australian
Garden History Society who work weekly in the Umina garden.
Above (L-R)
Karen and Di
(Umina) and
Sheryl (Ashburton)
dealing with
pre-orders of
Christmas cakes,
puddings and
shortbread
Left: The team of
helpers
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Short Story from 2020
Literature Competition
The following was a first prize
winner in the 2020 State Literature
Competition in the section ‘The BBQ’.
‘Update, outreach, expand, move outdoors!’ The
advertisements and catalogues clog my letter box every week
with ever more extensive BBQs and other innovative outdoor
living furniture “essentials” guaranteed to lure the home
owners to update and purchase more for their once humble
back yards. Outdoor living has become a status symbol and
seems to have a faithful following.
I remember dad winning a four burner gas portable BBQ
in the 1980’s and we all thought it was a bit of a life changer,
but apart from a few family meals of sausages and chops with
the essential onions, it wasn’t used all that often. Preceding it,
we had a small round wood or briquette-fired cast iron model
and then a small round gas fired one with a round hot plate.
Dad hated flies, so outdoor eating was a rarity, more often the
cooking done outside and then a tray of meat brought inside.
The dishes it produced for the washing up were not many
less than usual and it was never a fun chore to clean the BBQ,
never mind the occasional discovery that the last person to
use it, hadn’t cleaned it properly. Our actual back yard didn’t
change.
When dad won the four burner outfit, he gave us the round
yellow model and we bought a bigger gas bottle. We didn’t
have a very handy area for one either but did use it on fine
weekends and fought the flies and stray cats that turned up.
I never seemed to have meat when the weather was suitable.
I just didn’t seem to look ahead far enough, so sausages or
frozen packet hamburgers were about as elaborate as we
managed at home. There wasn’t a lot of room on the hot plate
for much more. Potatoes and onions were a luxury.
When dad passed away, I got to inherit the prize four
burner outfit, but by then there were only two of us at home so
it was rarely used. I was keen, my husband wasn’t.
However all of my family have very fond memories of
the farm BBQs which were looked forward to with great
excitement when the four children were quite small. Perhaps it
was the farm surrounds, the old shady tree, the little ducks on
the dam and the lack of animals and neighbours barking dogs,
but those meals were wonderful and the washing up was very
small.
We usually had a BBQ meal in cropping time, which meant
fine, usually sunny days while the tractors and combines
stopped for a spell and I did the cooking. The four children
raced to find dry sticks, a bucket of water, some sand in an
old tin, the eight bricks and the old piece of steel my husband
retrieved from the farm graveyard of former owners’ old
machines. The steel was a cover for a header side fan and
had a convenient hole in the middle which was suitable for
catching fat plus the sides had a ridge, so sausages couldn’t
roll off. The fat container was an old fruit tin hooked on with a
piece of wire for a handle.

I would pack sausages, an onion or two, packets of bread,
a bit of butter or margarine and the bottle of sauce. An old
newspaper and a packet of matches were always in the car
boot. There were also two tin plates, a set of tongs and a knife.
All fitted in an old foam esky. Drinks were from the rainwater
tank on the barn and there was a thermos of tea for the adults.
I could pack a farm BBQ in the time it took the kettle to boil.
There was usually some fruit cake and home-made biscuits,
seasonal fruit and we were in a state of bliss. A couple of little
toy tractors and bikes were kept at the farm so once the wood
was found, the fire going between the bricks, the youngsters
were off riding like crazy up and down the long driveway until
food was ready.
Every one of us had our special spots on some old logs
under the tree, no plush seating or tables for us. Sausages and
the occasional hamburger were served between bread and as
it was always old clothes at the farm, greasy spots were not a
worry. The only thing everyone except my husband objected
to, was the mandatory hand wash with some antiseptic can
of gunk that he kept for occasions like that. It didn’t seem to
worry the others, but I could always smell the stuff on the
bread, but we got used to it.
For some reason, everyone seemed able to be part of the
conversation out there, and we watched eagles and hawks soar
overhead, the birds nesting above us, the growth of crops since
our last visit, planes flying overhead and the little divers on the
dam. We all took turns going round and round on the various
farm machines according to the season. No BBQ in summer of
course, just sandwich picnics instead.
We took lots of different friends and relatives, particularly
children, out there for a play and lunch and it is amazing how
many still remember and remark on the ‘great’ BBQs they
experienced.
The only problem was flies and there were always more of
them at the farm, but it didn’t seem to matter so much there.
They were expected I think. The biggest lesson I learned
from the many outdoor meals I have attended is that the
setting, equipment and furnishings and food are not nearly as
important as the people that are there to be a part of it. It takes
more than the latest catalogue promises.
You can keep your whiz bang outdoor kitchens and classy
accessories, areas that take a power of cleaning to prepare,
gourmet food and furnishings. I will settle for happy faces,
excited little children, a hard working husband, a few bricks,
the piece of iron that now possibly still hangs on some other
farmer’s shed wall nail, a parcel of sausages and bits and
pieces in the old farm esky, a packet of Sharp’s bread and a
bottle of homemade sauce, a few logs under a tree in the bank
of the old farm dam, fine Mallee skies and the freedom to
enjoy my family. The memories I can hold on to forever. There
is a lot to be gained from an old farm style BBQ and lunch in
the country air.
Maureen Donnellon
Wirrim/Birchip Branch
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Special Branch Birthdays
90 Years

Members of Yarrawonga/Border Branch
of The Country Women’s Association of
Vic Inc. celebrated the 90th Birthday of
the branch with morning tea in the shade
of the silky oak trees at the CWA Hall,
Hovell Street, Yarrawonga on Thursday
22 October 2020.
The Branch was formed in 1930
(2 years after the CWA of Victoria
Association was started in 1928). The
inaugural Committee being President
Mrs. W.E. Martin; Secretary Mrs .J.
Walker; Treasurer, Miss R. Wemyss;
Vice Presidents, Mesdames J.A. Thom,
R. Hammon, A.A. Manning, J.A.
Davidson.
Current members celebrated 90
years of service in the local community,
support to State Projects and to the
South Pacific Islands and International
projects. Members enjoyed sharing
stories of past achievements and
events such as Infant Health Centre,
Citizenship awards, the Wool Day, Card
and Trivia afternoons, Art and Craft

90 Years

Six members of Hamilton celebrated
the branch’s 90th anniversary at the
Grand Central Hotel in Hamilton, where
we enjoyed lunch together with our
guests, past state office bearers Janette
O’Keefe and Karen Jackson, present
Group President, Sue Caslake and Group
Secretary, Jill Attrill.
Unfortunately due to COVID-19 we
were unable to invite the members and
past members whom we would have
enjoyed celebrating with on this happy
occasion.
Our branch, which first met in
1930, represents women of all ages,
from different local areas and with
many different backgrounds, life
experiences and interests. The members
of our branch have over 350 years of
membership between them. Our two
oldest members are Bett Basham (98)
and Doris Lanyon (96) who enjoyed
cutting our birthday cake together. The
six ladies who were present today have
served CWA of Victoria for a combined
281 years.
Each member present received a
small posy of flowers and a little gift
of homemade biscuits from the special
guests who also received a gift from
branch members.
Throughout the COVID pandemic,
members continued to care for each
other, make items for their community
and the wider CWA community.
Our youngest member, Charlotte
Koutsiafaras (10) specially enjoyed the
past two junior camps with Mary Grant,

Exhibitions, Barbeques, Mini Fete, to
mention a few. The very early years
were remembered when members
donated toys and gifts that were part
of the Mallee Relief fund and made
sheepskin vests and knitted socks for
the War effort. Items of memorabilia
were displayed.
Congratulatory 90th Birthday cards
were received and current Branch
President, Sue Jackson congratulated
members for reaching this milestone
and thanked members for attending.
Gwen Younger is the longest
serving member of the Branch. In
2020 the Branch gained five new
members.
The morning concluded with
cutting a very delicious Birthday cake
made of watermelon and decorated
with strawberries and blueberries,
which was made by Tess Lawless and
Gillian Lawless, granddaughter and
daughter respectively, of Life Member,
Adele Church OAM.
at Umina and is anxiously awaiting
the next one. The camps were a great
success, educationally, culturally as well
as socially.
Hamilton is a small group, which
enjoys meetings and craft days, sharing
recipes, photos and luncheons together.
During the past year we have kept
contact mainly by phone, mobile phone
messages and email. We try to meet
the needs of those people we know in a
friendly, caring and responsive manner
both in our branch and our community.
We support world innovations, usually
through ACWW, and have some
understanding of the needs of others,
especially women, children and families
at home and overseas. We also enjoy our
numerous guests from other countries
and within Australia, resulting in many
interesting discussions on both cultural
and social issues.
Some of our members are, or have
been represented, in organisations
including Travellers Aid, which provides
help to travellers of any age as required.
Our membership continues to serve
both the community and the Association,
and are looking to the future of the
Association by passing on our skills and
offering the hand of friendship to any
woman who may need it.
We look forward with much
enthusiasm to our 91st year which
began with a Christmas celebration and
meeting.

Members under the silky oak trees at
Yarrawonga CWA Hall

Yarrawonga’s 90th Birthday Cake

(L-R) Hamilton members (rear) Barbara
Trimnell, Coral Burland, Bett Basham (front)
Doris Lanyon, Judy Nesbitt, Joan Wallwork at
their birthday celebrations

Birthday Cake
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BRANCH and GROUP
BBQ at last

Dimboola members with Paul Hide.

Dimboola Afternoon Tea
On 6 November eight of our members travelled to
Warracknabeal to have afternoon tea with our special boy
Paul Hide who is now 55. We presented him with cards and a
voucher to spend as he loves to shop. He enjoys our visits and it
is great to see how many people he knows who walk past. The
cake was great, we cheated this year and bought one from Helen
Slattery.

Harston’s Annual General Meeting
Due to COVID restrictions, we held our Annual General
Meeting in the Tatura Hotel’s private meeting room.
Seventeen members attended, with three apologies. It was
lovely to catch up with the ladies, some we haven’t seen for
six months. Merle Krause congratulated Marilyn Pell on her
10 years of service to the Association.

HORSHAM members were
actually able to have a BBQ
at long last with lots of new
regulations to adhere to. Good
to see everyone adhering
to masks and 1.5 metre
apart. First of many to come
we hope as things have been
so quiet.
Also on that weekend we
held a pop-up market with
goodies for sale.
(L-R) CWA Husband Ian Walker,
husband of Helen Torey, Narelle
Hanrahan, Marlene Schmidt; in
front is Robyn Abbey and Jenni
Mitchell.

Community Support
BAYSIDE members recently supported Share the Dignity’s
‘It’s In The Bag’ project by donating essential toiletry
and baby items as well as some small gifts for women
experiencing poverty around the country. Twenty bags
were made up to include shampoo, conditioner, body wash,
toothbrushes and toothpaste, deodorant and sanitary products
to be donated to women and teenagers. Seven Mother and
Bub bags also included nappies, nursing pads, baby wash,
dummies and nappy cream.
Members spent the day packing the bags and then they
were delivered to a collection point at Bunnings.
(L-R) Bayside members Jan Montgomery, Wendy Sheppard and
Wendy Power with items ready for packing into bags.

(L-R) Group Secretary Della Metzke, Harston Branch Secretary
Freda Clement, Harston Branch Treasurer Marilyn Pell, Harston
Branch President Glenys Eberle and Group President Jenny
Goonan.
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Moulamein News
The usual MOULAMEIN get together in November was a little different to the normal run
of the mill boring meeting. Minutes read etc.
We had received a cry for help from the local retirement village that they desperately
needed some supplies that we might be able to assist with. They needed 16 Clothes
Protectors, double sided material serviettes and heat pack covers. Moulamein members
swung into action. Debbie provided boxes of material, Elaine and Helen became the
cutting out queens, Liz, Ruth and Irene manned the sewing machines. A more finely tuned
production line has not been seen for many a year. In four hours we churned out twenty two
Clothes Protectors, twelve napkins and thirteen Heat Pack Covers in various vibrant colours
and patterns.
Moulamein is a small energetic group of women who meet once a month to discuss
what is on the agenda and many things that aren’t on the agenda.
Articles made by Moulamein members for a local retirement village

101st Birthday celebrated
Some of BOOREN’s members visited one
of our members, Daisy Holmes, who is now
a resident in Jacaranda Aged Care at Nyah
West. Due to COVID restrictions we were not
able to all go inside so Daisy came outside
and we all sang Happy Birthday to her on
her 101st birthday and had a little chat. Daisy
was very happy to see us all.
Booren members with Daisy Holmes (centre) on
her 101st birthday

Knitted toys

Dinner at Allansford Hotel

HORSHAM craft ladies have been making
the knitted toys for Ronald McDonald
House and the Royal Children’s Hospital.
These toys were picked up by Brendan
McKinnon.

The WARRNAMBOOL NIGHT OWLS met for their December meeting, followed
by dinner at the Allansford Hotel just 5km outside Warrnambool. It was a great
meal. Our hostess Dianne did a wonderful job in helping us to celebrate. Our year,
like everyone’s has been a difficult one, mainly keeping in touch with Zoom gettogethers, phone calls, emails, and knitting, crocheting rugs, beanies, supporting
the Warrnambool & District Hospice. We also made face masks for Brophy Family
and Youth Services Foster Care, donated items to Foodshare and some members
took part in the scone challenge. We are all looking forward to a better, brighter
2021.

Horsham Craft Leader Bev Shalders with the
knitted toys

Warrnambool Night Owl members at their December meeting
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Dimboola News
Early in December DIMBOOLA members enjoyed a mystery trip
to see two new silo paintings in our area. Our first stop was at
Kaniva where the silo was decorated with a large eagle. We had
a short meeting and light lunch at the café where there was an
interesting display of shoes, including a pair of shoes made from
emu feathers. The stories of the shoes were a great read. We then
made our way to the puppet shop. What a surprise this shop was
with all the hand-made Christmas decorations. There were soft
toys, puppets and something different wherever you looked and
were an inspiration for the crafty among us.
A pleasant drive through the Little Desert, where many of
the great bushes were in flower, brought us to Goroke where the
silos were decorated with a kookaburra and a magpie. It was well
worth the drive. Before going home we topped off the day with
an ice cream at Natimuk.
We held our Christmas Pop-up Shop stall beside the
Dimboola Imaginarium which is one of our new attractions in
the town. It was very windy but a successful day and all goods
sold for our branch and the Christmas Fare. We will kick off 2021
with Australia Day celebrations in front of our new library. Hope
we all can enjoy a normal year in 2021.       
Below Dimboola Members at Kaniva Silo

Goroke Silos
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The Closure of Lake Boga/Tresco
Branch
When you become a Group President the last thing
that you think you will be doing is closing a Branch.
Well in my case it was the first official duty I had to
fulfil. The Lake Boga/Tresco Branch with only three
active members had decided to close. Group President
Ruth Arthur, Secretary Myf McFarlane and Treasurer
Liz Kaylock attended the last meeting for the branch.
President Joan Russell, Secretary Pam Street and
Treasurer Betty Cowland unfortunately had made
this decision after their fourth member had decided to
move away from the area. The good news is that both
Betty Cowland and Joan Russell have decided to join
Tanlynne Branch. We wish them all the best at their
new home.

Christmas Lunch
With the COVID-19 rules relaxed and after having recent meetings
in the local Kangaroo Flat Botanic Gardens, KANGAROO FLAT
members met at member Dorothy Adlem’s house just out of Serpentine
for their Christmas Breakup. A delicious lunch followed by an
afternoon of friendship with Dorothy opening up her many chests
of needlework and displaying some of her exquisite quilts and other
items of hand embroidery. A visit to her craft room behind the house
saw works in progress along with finished items. A truly wonderful
Christmas Breakup for our Branch.
Kangaroo Flat members enjoying their Christmas Breakup with Dorothy
Adlem front left.

(L-R) Lake Boga/Tresco members Betty Copland,
Joan Russell and Pat Street with Murray Valley Group
President Ruth Arthur.

Pakenham’s Christmas Tree
Early in December the Cardinia Art
Society took over an empty shop
in Pakenham and invited various
organisations to put in a Christmas
Display or decorate a tree. Pakenham
opted for decorating a tree but not
wanting to buy our own tree, we
decided to decorate a very bare tree.
Using some Christmassy items from
our craft stock and a few donated
handmade decorations we were very
happy with the result.
Collage photo of Pakenham’s
Christmas tree.

Celebrating the end of 2020
GOLDEN NIGHT members celebrated the
end of 2020 and the relaxation of COVID
restrictions with a visit to the Bendigo Art
Gallery to see ‘PIINPI’- a fabulous exhibition
of Contemporary Indigenous Fashion from
around Australia.
‘Across the landscape of Indigenous
fashion today designers and artists are sharing
their stories through beautifully crafted
fabrics and wearable art.’
We were joined by two friends from other
branches and our newest member, Liz.
Golden Night members at the
Bendigo Art Gallery
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Christmas Gathering
SOUTH MORANG NIGHT OWLS
Christmas gathering was held at
the new Whittlesea Bowls Club on
8 December. We hadn’t met since
February. It was a great night with
our exchange of gifts and Christmas
Cards. Everyone enjoyed the meal and
company.
(L-R) South Morang Night Owls members
Iva, Yvonne, Heather, Glenis, Helen,
Marion, Fay, Helen, Claire, Hayley, Dayle,
Maree, Carol, Christine, Sue, Shirley.

Helping our local community
GOLDEN NIGHT members gathered to pack gifts
and toilet bags, comprising handcrafted items made by
members as well as purchased items, to complement and
complete the gifts. Over 50 individually packed items
were then presented to Sue from Annie North which is
our local Domestic Violence Refuge for distribution to
their clients.
The gifts included combinations of handmade tissue
covers, embroidered face cloths, shopping totes, covered
coat-hangers, hand-towels with toppers, earrings and
scrunchies packaged with purchased toiletries and
stationery items as well as 10 fully stocked toilet bags.
Golden Night members packing the gift packs and toilet bags.

Christmas Trees at Rushworth

Christmas Fundraiser

During the festive season Rushworth township
decorates their main street with Christmas trees
decorated by local service clubs. RUSHWORTH
members contributed to this display with their
artistic contribution. These Christmas trees certainly
brighten up the townscape.

In lieu of a Pop-up Christmas Stall, GOULBURN VALLEY WEST
GROUP held a Christmas raffle consisting of Christmas baked goodies
donated by Group members. Eastern Goulburn Valley Group President
Val Gibbs drew the raffle watched over by Group President Jenny
Goonan, Judy Luscombe of Mooroopna and Della Metzke from CWA
Potters. First prize went to Jean Miles of CWA Potters, second prize went
to Val Gibbs and third prize went to Val Carland of Sheridan Branch.
Drawing of the Goulburn Valley West Group raffle

Rushworth Branch President Mary Beck standing beside
Rushworth’s artistic contribution.
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Helping the Community
At WANDIN’S November 2019 meeting members
enjoyed hearing about Anchor from guest speaker
Michelle Duncan. Anchor is an organisation which helps
the homeless including women and children escaping
violent homes. In early 2019 we donated $300 to Anchor
to help house some of the homeless and at our November
meeting donated rugs, toys, personal items, crocheted
bags, library bags, colouring books and coloured pencils
for those women and children.
At our November 2020 meeting members displayed
items they have been working on during COVID-19
lockdown. We are now ready for craft stalls or donations
in the coming year when we can get back to business.
Members work made during 2020 lockdown.

Silo Art
RUSHWORTH members held their Christmas meeting with a visit to Colbinabbin to view the wonderful silo art, finishing with a
beautiful lunch at the hotel.

Rushworth members Phyl Lowden and Shirley Armstrong in front of the silos.
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Their

MemoryLives On

BOORHAMAN members were saddened to hear of the
passing of two of our past members Dorothy Robinson and
Joan Rumble. Dorothy held position of Secretary and was a
good cook, keen gardener and also a member of Yarrawonga.
Joan was always ready to help with CWA activities and now
is free of pain. Rest in peace Dot and Joan.
CRAIGIEBURN members were saddened to hear of the
passing of member Kerry Carless in November 2020. Kerry
joined our Branch in April 2014. She was a very talented
knitter and crochet worker and she will be missed by us all.
The FOSTER Branch of the South Gippsland Group was
deeply saddened by the death of our longstanding member
Gwen Paulet. Gwen will be sadly missed and fondly
remembered for her valued contribution, her dignity,
beautiful flower arrangements and Anzac biscuits. Gwen
lived the CWA spirit.  
GLEN ALVIE members were saddened to hear of the
passing of life member Margaret Oldham. Margaret was a
dedicated member for 39 years, of which she spent 29 years
as either the President or Vice President. Always cheerful
and gracious, Margaret played an important part in ensuring
the continuation of the branch at Glen Alvie. Rest in Peace.
LOCH members were saddened by the passing of founding
member Doren Hursburgh. Doren held many positions in
the branch, and she loved her flowers especially, camellias.

MANSFIELD misses a dear kind friend in Pat Lehman. She
was always ready to lend a hand as required to meet all CWA
commitments. A most reliable and supportive member fondly
remembered for her sweet inclusive nature.
ROSEBUD EAST BRANCH are saddened by the passing
of past member Yvonne Wilson. She held various positions
including president and enjoyed performing in the Birthday
concerts. She will be missed by all.
TERANG members mourn the loss of long time member,
June Porter aged 96. June joined our branch in 1970.
She held many office bearer positions and was a dedicated
member for our branch. June enjoyed all craft work, baked
and decorated beautiful cakes and loved her garden. Rest in
Peace.
TONGALA members were saddened by the passing of Alice
Martin. Alice was a committed member of firstly Koyuga
Branch (closed) and then she joined Tongala in 2004. Alice
passed away at Tongala aged care in November 2020 after a
long illness. Sadly missed by all.
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December
Puzzle Answers
DECEMBER
PUZZLE

ANSWERS

Cryptic Crossword

CRYPTIC CROSSWORD ANSWERS

CWA Accommodation
V I C T O R I A

Accommodation at the Country Women’s
Association B&B Melbourne is open to
members and non members
CWA Bed and Breakfast
Accommodation
3 Lansell Road Toorak VIC 3142
T: 03 9824 0239
E: bandb@cwaofvic.org.au

SUDOKU ANSWERS

Sudoku

542 813 679
542879
813264
679153
163
957
879 264 153428

731 596 284
458 732 916
296 148 537

614 375 892
385 429 761
927 681 345

163 957 428
731 596 284
458 732 916
296 148 537

614 375 892
DISCLAIMER
385 429 761
927
345 of an advertisement in the Victorian Country
The681
appearance
Woman magazine or the inclusion within this Magazine
of any advertising material does not imply endorsement,
approval or recommendation by the Country Women’s
Association of Victoria Inc. of the produce, services or
investment so advertised or any editorial accompanying
such advertisement.
All material published in Victorian Country Woman is
subject to copyright provisions. No part of this publication
may be reproduced without prior written permission from
The Country Women’s Association of Victoria Inc.
The information contained within the Victorian Country
Woman is given in good faith and obtained from sources
believed to be accurate. The views expressed are not
necessarily those of the Association.

Please forward all Magazine
correspondence to
3 Lansell Road Toorak 3142.
Design and layout: Debra Thompson,
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Reopening
details will be
posted on our
website at

www.cwaofvic.org.au

VICTORIAN ACCOMMODATION

Hall’s Gap Holiday Home
79 Grampians Road, Hall’s Gap
Bookings: T (03) 5390 2417
Mob: 0432 571 530
Email: hallsgapcottage@gmail.com
INTERSTATE ACCOMMODATION
WESTERN AUSTRALIA

Cottages at Albany (08) 9841 1591
Busselton (08) 9754 2506
Esperance 0419 096 039
Jurien (08) 9652 2728
SOUTH AUSTRALIA

Enquiries T 08 8332 4166

TASMANIA

Enquiries T 03 6231 3706
Holiday homes at Snug and
Devonport
QUEENSLAND
QCWA Club T 07 3026 1201
F 07 3026 1222
E reservations@rfhgregory.org.au
W www.qcwa.org.au

